An Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is a computerized battery-operated machine that is used to 1) analyze the heart rhythms of an unresponsive person; 2) recognize the abnormal rhythms that requires an electrical shock; 3) advise the operator through voice prompts and lighted indicators when a shock is needed; and 4) deliver the electrical shock to the heart. The prompt use of an AED after a sudden cardiac arrest greatly increases the victim's chances of survival. During Cardiac Arrest, every minute that goes by without the use of an AED, the patient's chance of survival decreases by 10%. The goal is to have an AED by the victim and have the AED delivering a shock within 3 minutes if it is available.
